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REMARKS ON THE MUMMIED HEADS 


TAKEN FROM THE JIVARO INDIANS OF ECUADOR, 


WITH AN ACCOUNT OF THE VARIOUS MODES OF EMBALM- 
MENT, 


} AN ABSTRACT OF A PAPER READ REFORE THE AMERICAN ETINOLO- 
GICAL SOCIETY, 
By J. KING MERRITT, A.M., MD., 
OF NEW YORK, 
PART ILI. 

Tue question now arises—That if these mummifications 
adult human heads reduced to pigmy size, what was 
rocess adopted by which this was accomplished? We 

from the writings of Herodotus and Diodorus Sicu- 

at the processes of embalming practised by the Egyp- 
were elaborate and complicated; also that all the 
mmies ever found or alluded to were of the entire per- 
excepting the internal organs, and that the exter- 
{t parts were invariably impregnated with foreign 
stances as preservatives, It is thought, however, that 
real method of embalmment is not easily comprehended 
is moderns, for some doubt the possibility of removing 
brain through the nostrils, and others have supposed 
the intestines were not removed at all. But itisa 
ral conclusion that there were two principal processes 
lopted by the Egyptians, by which in one case the 
le members, features, and expression were preserved 
re, and in the other and more general operation, the 
‘1 was consumed, and nothing except the skin and bone 
eretained, Examples of the former are not now extant, 
there are two kinds of mummies still obtained in 

‘eypt. Those in a dry, indurated state, completely im- 
nated with resinous matter, which, from its hardness, 

y be broken in pieces; and those which, with their enve- 
lopes, are soft and yielding upon external pressure, and 
epared with very little resinous matter, and with nothing 
vegetable mould in the cavities, Although the flesh 
unquestionably was in certain cases preserved, it seems 
‘bable that the body was more usually reduced to a ske- 
and boiled in the resinous and antiseptic mixture 

ch was invariably used. The Garunches of the Canary 

Islands practised embalmment quite extensively. Their his- 

ry is involved in great obscurity, and their existence is 
hest proved by the remains of the dead, for their posterity 

‘s been for many years almost, if not entirely, extinct. 

“Their mode is supposed to be, for it is not explicitly 

mn as follows. Apparently the brain and intestines 

removed entirely, then the body was washed in an 
fusion of pine-bark; next, it was anointed with butter, 
warm grease, impregnated by boiling with such odorife- 
rous herbs as grew in the country, and afterwards the body 

Was exposed to the sun. When the body became well 

“ried the same operation of anointing was repeated, 

These alternate operations of anointing and drying in the 

1 were practised until the body was thoroughly impreg- 

hated with the aromatic onguent, and was reduced to a 

very light weight. Then the body was wrapped in an 

ivelope of three layers, which were composed of bandages 
tanned buck or goat-skin, three inches broad. The 
idles thus embalmed have been found in the caves in the 

‘ountains, occupying niches in the rocks. One that was 

recently examined presented the features of the face quite 

herceptibly, the skin of the whole body well preserved, 

‘y, but pliant, and of a deep brown color. The hair was 

very long and black, but easily detached from the scalp. 

‘uirty-two teeth were found in the jaws, and so firmly 

“xed as to require a dental instrument to remove them. 

The back and belly were covered with hair; the skull was 

‘mpty, but the cavities of the thorax and abdomen were 

‘ull of atgrain resembling rice.” “At Nukahiwa, one of 
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| the Marquesas Islands, it is said that embalmmentis practised 
at the present day. The process is as follows :—The body 
is washed and laid on a platform, and then constantly 
rubbed for nine months with cocoa-nut oil to repel the 
putrefaction, From this continued application of the oil 
and accompanying friction the body becomes hard as stone, 
and quite incorruptible. At the expiration of a year the 
friends of the deceased partake of a feast, during which 
they thank their gods that he has been permitted to arrive 
at the other world. After the feast the body is broken up 
into small pieces and packed in a box, and carried to the 
burying-ground, which is styled ‘Morai.’” Capt. Cook, 
in his Voyages, states that the Otaheitans preserve the 
bodies of their chiefs a long time for public exposure. 
They accomplish this by taking out of the abdomen 
the intestines, and then stuff the cavity with cloth. 
After this they lubricate thie body freely with cocoa-nut 
oil, At Palermo the bodies of those of high rank have 
been preserved in catacombs near the city for centuries by 
the simple process of desiccation. The body is dried in a 
stove heated by acomposition of lime. The flesh of these 
mummies is dried hard, and shrunken on the bones, but the 
contraction and distortion of the features exhibit hideous 
pictures of mortality. The old Spanish writers state that 
the ancient Peruvians preserved the bodies of their dead 
by a simple process, very unlike the elaborate embalming 
of the Egyptians. According to these writers, the Peruvian 
method consisted in exposing the body to the action of the 
cold, exceedingly dry, and highly rarified atmosphere of the 
mountains, Such, indeed, seems to be the opinion of 
Garcilasso de la Vega, though some writers speak of resin- 
ous and other substances having been used for embalming 
the body, as, for instance, Acosta declares, ‘ that one of the 
sovereigns of Peru was so well preserved by a kind of 
rosin, that his body seemed alive.” The appearance, how- 
ever, of one of the royal mummies found at Cuzco, as re- 
ported both by Ondegardo and Garcilasso de la Vega, 
makes it probable that no foreign substance was employed 
for their preservation. Prescott, in speaking of the em- 
balmed bodies of the Incas in the Great Temple of the 
Sun at Cuzco, says, that “they sat with their heads inclined 
downwards, their hands placidly crossed over their bosoms, 
and their countenances exhibiting their natural dusky hue, 
which was less liable to change than the florid complexion 
of the European. Their hair was raven black, or silvered 
over with age, according to the period of life at which they 
died. It seemed like a company of solemn worshippers 
fixed in devotion, so true were the forms and lineaments 
of life. The Peruvians cherished and venerated these relics 
of their Incas, and as they were carried through the streets, 
decently shrouded with a mantle, the Indians threw them- 
selves on their knees in sign of reverence, with many tears 
and groans, Also on certain festivals the revered bodies of 
their sovereigns were brought out with great ceremony 
into the pablic square of the Capitol. Invitations were 
sent by the captains of the guard of the respective Incas 
to the different nobles and officers of the Court, and enter- 
tainments were provided in the names of their masters, 
which displayed all the profuse magnificence of their trea- 
sures. The banquet was served by menials of the respec- 
tive households, and the guests partook of the melancholy 
cheer in the presence of the royal phantom, with the same 
attention to the forms of courtly etiquette, as if the living 
monarch had presided.” The Peruvians secreted these 
mummies of their sovereigns after the conquest, that they 
might not be profaned by the insults of the Spaniard. 
Garcilasso de la Vega saw, in 1560, the five mummies dis- 
covered by Ondegardo in Cuzco, and thus speaks of them: 
“They were dressed in their regal robes, with no insignia 
but the ‘Llautu’ on their heads. They were in a sitting 
posture, and perfect as life, without so much as a hair or an 
eyebrow wanting.” Now, in all of these accounts of the 
different processes of embalming, and of the conditions and 
appearances presented by the various mummies of both 
hemispheres, do we find anything analogous to these 
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Ve will recol'eet that in 


the accounts given of n made 


i mummies there is no allus 
to the preservation of the heads either 
from the body. There an approximation to the 
in the custom said to be practised by the Indians at 
Fort Mulgrave on the North West Coast, and 

other neighboring tribes. They decapitate their dead 
chiefs, and place the heads in a box by themselves. 
This singular custom also prevails in some of the South 
Sea Isles, as the Ladrone, and Society, and Gambier 
groups. But none of these Indians appear to practise the 
art of preserving the bodies or heads of their dead as 
muminies, It therefore appears to me that these Macas 
heads are the mummitied trophies of war; that they are 
the heads of e 


aione or Ser: 


rrate 


1deaw 


some 


warriors slain in battle, and were preserved 
by the victorious combatant, as the North American Indian 
does the scalp ot his fallen enemy. There are several rea- 
sons for this conclusion, which I will enumerate. First, the 
unnatural and unprecedented character of the custom, which 
would decapitate and mutilate the body of a cherished 


friend, or highly respected person, for the sole purpose of 


preserving a portion of it to be worn about the person. 
Second, the fact of the existence of the perforations through 
the vertex of the scalp from which the heads were sus- 
pended, and evidently made for the purpose of facilitating 
the habit of wearing these heads attached to a loop around 
the neck of the victor, as demonstrated by the hair being 
worn away by friction around the edges of these perfora- 
tions. Third, the irregular openings through the cranial 
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ly battle wounds, for they differ in cha- 
racter from the other linear openings through the facial 
walls which have been made apparently for the purpose of 
extracting the inner parts, and afterwards closed by sutures, 
Likewise the conditions of the edges, and the tissues in the 
vicinity of these irregular openings, are indicative of such a 
upposition, as previously explained. Lastly, the color of 
the hair having been changed to the rufous hue, which is 
known to oceur rather from the exposure to the weather 
m the longest period of inhumation. 
In reference to the resemblance of the curious append- 
the mummied heads to the Quippus of the 
Peruvians, as described by numerous authors, it 
imperfect attempts to imitate the 
cina The Quippus are said to have been composed 
{twisted woud, and consisted of large cords, which were 
the bases of the documents: to these base-cords were fast- 
ened threads, more or less fine, which were attached ina 
peculiar manner, and were knotted or intertwined in an 
established order to express ideas, events, or numbers, 
size of the Quippus varies; sometimes the base-cord 
‘or six yards long, at others it is not more thana 
the pendent strings or branches rarely exceed a yard 
in length, but are generally shorter. The different colors of 
the threads have different meanings also; thus, red signifies 
war or a soldier; yellow, gold; white, peace; green, 
t or maize, e In the arithmetical system a single 
neans 10; a knot doubly intertwined, 100; triply, 
Not only are the color and knots to be considered, 
but even the mode of twisting the threads, and particularly 
the distance of the knots from the base-cord, are important 
to a proper understanding of the Quippu. In every city 
of any note there was an officer, styled Quippu-Camayoe, 
whose business it was at all times to knot and deci- 
pher these documents, and in course of time this became 
so perfect a science that those skilled in it attained to 
the art of expressing by knots historical events, laws, 
and decrees, But notwithstanding their skill, whenever a 
(Quippu came from a distant province it was necessary that 
it should be accompanied by a verbal commentary sufficient 
to indicate at least the subject matter of which it treated; 
and the Quippus which related to the same subject were 
always preserved togetier in certain repositories, that there 
might be no risk of error by mixing or changing them. 
tepeated attempts made in modern times to read the 
Quippus have proved failures, because of the difficulty of 
deciphering them without a verbal commentary to explain 
the subject matter of these documents. And this especially 
applies to those found in the “ Huacas.” Besides, the art or 
science of the Quippu language appears to have been lost to 
a great extent by the modern Peruvian, although it is 
thought that there are still in the Southern Provinces of 
Peru, Indians who know how to decipher these intricate 
memorials, but they guard their knowledge as a sacred 
secret inherited from their ancestors. Now, in conclusion, 
I am disposed to think that the configuration of the lips, 
and the perforations through them, which no doubt date 
from the earliest history of the mummification, are indi- 
cative of having been produced by the attachment of a 
Quippu, which perhaps chronicled the history of the trophy; 
and that the degenerate descendant of later times has, in 
order to perpetuate the original tradition expressed by the 
lost Quippu, attempted to supply its place in the imperfect 
mode which his diminished intelligence dictated. 
34 W. 40th st., New York City. 
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M. A. Dumont, a young French physician, has sought 
and obtained permission to go to Mexico to study the yel- 
low fever, which is decimating the French soldiers there. 
The Government minister has requested the Academy of 
Medicine to give their young confrére some useful instruc- 
tions as to how he may best employ his talents in the study. 
—Drit. Med. Jour. 
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RESULT OF SOME 
EXPERIMENTS PERFORMED UPON THE LIVER 
OF A MAN WHO DIED IN THE ALBANY HOSPITAL, SIX HOURS 
AFTER HAVING BEEN INJURED ON THE HUDSON RIVER 
RAILROAD, 
By HOWARD TOWNSEND, M.D., 
PROFESSOR OF PHYSIOLOGY, ALBANY MEDICAL COLLEGE, 

[ue patient was a stalwart, healthy German, about forty- 
five years old. By the accident, which occurred about 
noon, his pelvis was fractured in several places. When 
brought into the hospital he was in a state of collapse ; 
pale, almost blue; cold; no pulse at the wrist. Though 
extremely prostrated, his mind was clear, answering all 
questions properly. Some brandy and water was given 
to him, which he swallowed, but soon ejected, He never 
rallied from the shock of the accident, dying between six 
and seven in the evening of March 30th. 

The autopsy was performed at nine o’clock the following 
morning in the amphitheatre of the hospital by Professor 
Armsby, the students from the college being present. 

The thoracie viscera were healthy, excepting a small 
tubercular deposit at the apex of the right lung. The ab- 
dominal viscera were also healty. The pelvis was fractured 
at the pubes, its rami moving as though there were no 
connecting ligament. Excepting the fractures of the pel- 
vis, and some effusion of blood into its cavity art between 
the glutei muscles, everything was normal. 

Having already demonstrated to the class at the college 
the glycogenic function of the liver by means of a sheep's 
liver, Which he had upon the operating table some four 
hours after the animal was killed, proving the sugar in it 
by means of the cupro-potassique test of Bernard, I was 
anxious to show the sugar in the human liver, which is a 
rare circumstance from several reasons. Among them the 
difficulty of obtaining a healthy human liver, only to be 
obtained after executions or death by accident, and the 
liver in disease will exhibit no sugar, 

We were not successful in obtaining sugar. Still the 
result of the experiment may even in a negative manner 
prove instructive, and perhaps interesting. 

One-fourth of the liver was taken, washed, to remove 
all the blood possible, and then chopped into a pultaceous 
mass, Which with a little water was boiled in a porcelain 
vessel for half an hour, to coagulate the albumen and con- 
centrate the liver juice. The mass was then thrown upon 
a filter, the fluid which filtered through was again filtered 
through animal charcoal, when a clear opaline fluid was 
obtained—pure liver juice, a portion of which juice was 
boiled in a test-tube over a Bunsen’s lamp, with the eupro- 
potassique test, prepared according to Kletzinsky’s formula. 
Which is as follows: 

4 parts solid caustic potash, 

3 “ — glycerine, 

2 “ saturated sulphate of copper. 
No change of color, and no deposit took place, which 
would have occurred had there been glucose of the liver 
juice; then instead of retaining the rich blue color of the 
test, it would have changed to a reddish fawn color with a 
deposit of protoxide of copper, because of the powerful 
affinity of glucose for oxygen, deoxydating the deutoxide 
of copper, and throwing it down as a protoxide. Thinking 
that perhaps the glycogene might be there, not yet chang- 
ed to glucose (which change will occur by contact with 
any of the animal ferments), we mingled the liver juice 
with some saliva, and then subjected it to the cupro-potas- 
sique test, but with the same result, the fluid remaining 
deeply blue. This cupro-potassique test is so delicate that 
we did not think it necessary to resort to Trommer’s or 
any of the more common tests. , 
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This same test had been entirely successful with us in 
| the experiments upon the sheep's liver, at which experi- 
nent we also proved the absence of sugar in the lungs of 
the same animal, the test remaining blue with the lung 
juice, whilst it changed to a reddish fawn color depositing 
protoxide of copper with the liver juice. 

The glycogenic matter of the liver in its ultimate com- 
position is, according to Mr. Pelouze, as follows :—C,,H,,0,,, 
while cane sugar is C,,H,,0,, grape sugar, or glucose is 
C.,H,,02+2 H,O, Though the result of this experiment 
was net such as we had desired, still it is not discouraging, 
for perhaps it can all be explained by the following re- 
marks which I have extracted from Bernard's Legons de 
Phy siologie Semestre d'Hiver 1854-55, 

* During particularly acute ones, the 
nutritive functions are seriously impaired, the function of 
the liver ceases, producing no more sugar. 

“ By cutting the pneumo-gastrie nerves we have arrest- 
ed the production of sugar in the liver of a animal from 
which we had obtained the sugar previous to the experi- 
ment, 

(Might not the shock with our patient have had a similar 
effect in arresting the sugar development in his liver ?) 

‘As to the presence of sugar in the liver of man, it is 
evident that in the greatest number of cases where it has 
bee yt sought afte 7’, it was impossible to detect it.” (Page 182.) 

And in the summary of his experiments Mr. Bernard 
makes the following statements :— 

“The glycogenic function undergoes oscillation like all of 
the secretions, particularly those connected with the organs 
of digestion. 

“It is more active at the moment of digestion. 

“Tt diminishes in the intervals. 

“Tt can disappear at the end of prolonged fast. 

“ External influences have their effect upon the secretion 
of sugar. Cold causes it to disappear, if the cold be in- 
The action of the nervous system influences the 
function materially, either to increase it, to diminish it, or 
check it.” 

Now, certainly two of these circumstances were exer- 
cising their influence upon our patient—the shock of his 
nervous system, and a prolonged fast—his stomach was 
empty, having eaten nothing since his breakfast, and the 
autopsy proved it. 
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REMARKS ON THE TREATMENT OF HARE-LIP, 
By DAVID P. SMITH, Sure. Vots., 


SURGEON IN CHARGE OF FAIRFAX SEMINARY HOSPITAL. 


Tere is perhaps no operation in which accuracy of adjust- 
ment is more required than in the operation for hare-lip. 
Upon the mechanical nicety of the paring of the edges, 
and the introduction of the pins or sutures, depends the 
personal appearance of the patient for life. In the case of 
a fine talented young man, upon whom I recently operat- 
ed for cleft palate, the hare-lip accompanying the last 
named deformity was made, by the mal-adroitness of the 
surgeons, to require three operations in early life before 
decent adjustment was effected. I saw a year or two ago 
a young gentleman of first rank in New York, who con- 
sulted me on account of the great deformity which re- 
mained after a similar operation which had been performed 
in early infancy. A child aged five years was recently 
brought to me with great deformity remaining after the 
operation for hare-lip. When we consider the very bad 
effect that the consciousness of deformity has upon the 
mind of a sensitive child, it may perhaps be thought worth 
our while to adopt some method that will insure good re- 
sults. Such I believe to be the one which I will endeavor 
to explain in as brief a manner as possible. 

I conceive that 

1st. The hemorrhage should be reduced to a minimum, 

2d. The paring of the-margins should be done in a man- 
ner that will prevent any notch in the free margin, and 
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curately adjusted these parings Tay be 
a suture being passed through them 
shaped projection downwards. 
lines of incision after 
the manner of Celsus, because I never yet saw any one 
years after the operation in whom an unseemly notch 
did not exist. 

I forward to you these few remarks concerning this com- 
mon Operation, Written two or three years ago, because 
recently a soldier was admitted into this hospital with an 
untouched hare-lip, and the operation I did for his comfort 
brought the subject vividly before my mind. 


‘Daviw P, Sarrn, Surg. US.V. 
si atin 4 
DO COMPOUND FRACTURES OF THE SHAFT 
OF THE FEMUR, 
BY CONICAL LEADEN BULLETS ALWAYS DEMAND 
AMPUTATION ? 
By JOHN T. HODGEN, Sure. Vots. 


IN CHARGE OF CITY GENERAL TOSPITAL, ST. 


MADE 


LOUIS, MO. 

[ am induced to give some of my experience in gunshot 
fractures of the os femoris by reading an article from the 
pen of David P. Smith, Surg. U.S.V., found in the Ameri- 
caN Mepicat Times of March 7, 1863, in which he urges 
the importance of amputation in the following language :— 
* From dissections of such injuries after they were removed 
by amputation, I was, however, enabled very early to recog- 
nise the hopeless nature of such cases if left to themselves.” 
Dr. Smith and myself have seen such cases under widely 
different cireumstances—he on the battle-field, and I in the 
hospital, after they had been removed thither hundreds of 
miles—and we have (naturally, perhaps) come to widely 
different conclusions, At this hospital we have received 
wounded from Springfield, Mo., Lexington, Mo., Fort Donel- 
son, Tenn., Pittsburgh Landing, Tenn., (Shiloh), Corinth, 
Miss., Iuka, Miss., Pea Ridge, Ark., Prairie Grove, Ark., 
Vicksburg, Miss., Arkansas Post, Ark., and other places, 
in all sixty-five cases of gunshot fractures of the femur, 
and not one amputation has been performed for such inju- 
ries. In several instances I have removed spicula of bone 
six inches long, this sufliciently attesting the extent of 
shattering. 

Every experienced surgeon knows that amputations after 
severe injuries from railroad accidents are far more fatal 
than when a conservative course of practice is pursued, 
So well is this established, that amputations under such 
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circumstances are rare. Why should not this rule of prac 
tice be observed in compound fractures of the femur from 
gunshot wounds? A knowledge of this fact in connexion 
with the time required to transport patients (being from 
six to fifteen days) to this hospital, determined me to pur- 
sue a conservative course. The time for successful amputa- 
tion having passed, it was thought better to allow the patients 
a chance of recovery without amputation, rather than to 
further imperil lite by this operation. Since the 20th day 
ol September, 1861, there have been received at this hospi- 
tal sixty-live cases of gunshot fractures of the shaft of the 
os femoris. Of these eighteen have died, four remain 
uder treatment (two of whom are walking with canes, 
the other two ina fair way to recover), and forty-three 
have recovered and left the hospital with good limbs, except 

_and that one has a limb far better than “ Palmer's 
Best” substitute. 

It will be observed that the percentage of mortality is 
less than twenty-eight, thus giving better results so far as 
life is concerned than amputation of the thigh would do, 
besides preserving useful limbs. 

These injuries were not all inflicted by conical leaden 
ullets, a part being by grape, canister, and the round leaden 
bullet. The number by each I do not know, as the balls 
often passed through and were lost, so that their character 
cannot be known. 

Krom my observation I would say gunshot fractures of 
the shaft of the femur made by conical leaden bullets do 
not demand amputation, except when associated with injury 
of the nerve or artery. 


1 


True this conservative course robs 
the battle-field and the hospitals of much of their attrac- 
tive powér for the surgeon, and under its rule the brilliant 
operation of dividing a human being in his middle by 
amputation at the hip-joint in ten seconds would be less 
frequently performed. 

The above statistics are startling to surgeons who have 
seen the terrible work done by the conical leaden bullet, 
and they will naturally cultivate a feeling of incredulity, 
but to my mind these recoveries are not so incredible as 
that sixty-five men thus wounded should have escaped 
mutilation at the hands of those humane, patriotic, and 
time-sacrificing surgeons, who, “by order” or without it, 
flock to the battle-fields (some days after the fight), who 
swarm on transports, and who rush to hospitals to gratify 
(without charge) a morbid thirst for capital surgical opera- 
tions, 
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UNITED STATES ARMY MEDICAL AND SURGI- 
CAL SOCIETY, OF BALTIMORE. 
Sratep Mexrtine, Feb. 19, 1563. 

SURGEON C. C. COX, U.S.V., PRESIDENT, IN THE CHATR. 
[Reported by Dr. Gro. H. Dane, Acting Asst. Surg., U.S.A., Secretary.] 
(Concluded from page 199.) 

CONSERVATIVE TREATMENT IN GUNSHOT FRACTURES. 

Dr. Gro. H. Dare spoke briefly from recollection of three 
cases of gunshot fracture of the humerus, illustrative of the 
success attending conservative treatinent in gunshot inju- 

ries at that bone. 

For the more detailed reports which follow, he is in- 
debted to Dr. Waters, who furnished him with notes. 

I.—Henry H. Wareham, Private, Co. A, 11th Regt. 
Penn. R. C., aged 20 years, was wounded through the 
middle of the arm, at the battle of White Oak Swamp, 
June 30th, 1862. He walked a mile to a field hospital, 
where his wound was bandaged. July 13th he was cap- 
tured by the Confederates, and sent to Richmond, where 
he endured the usual hardships at the Libby prison until 
he was paroled and sent to Baltimore. Was admitted 
into the United States Army Hospital, Camden st., Bal- 
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timore, July 25th. A musket ball had passed horizon- 
tally through the right arm from behind forwards, frac- 
turing the humerus in its middle third. Lateral splints 
were applied for the first time, and cold water dressings, 
Aug. 2d.—Union not having taken place the fractured 
extremities were resected, about two inches of the bone 
being removed. The elbow was afterwards well supported, 
hut it was found impossible to keep the ends of the bone 
in immediate apposition, the finger for a long time could 
be passed between them. Notwithstanding this difficulty, 
within two months union at first of a cartilaginous or 
lymphatic nature had taken place, and in this osseous matter 
was gradually deposited. <A fistulous orifice continued in 
front, and some dead bone being detected with the probe, 
the orifice was expanded January 22d, and several small 
sequestra, entirely detached, were removed. Osseous union 
wus ascertained to be perfect. Feb, 6th—There is still 
a trifling discharge from the anterior opening. The man 
can take off his cap without difficulty. Some stiffness of 
the muscles exists, which is rapidly passing away. There 

every probability of his regaining almost perfect use 
of the hmb, 

Ii.—John Hilberg, Corp., Co. F, Sth Md. Vol., aged 2: 
vears, a native of Germany, by occupation a dresser 
in a eotton factory, of bilious temperament, was wounded 
at the battle of Antietam, Sept. 17th, 1862, while facing 
the enemy and in the act of firing his gun. He pro- 
ceeded immediately to a neighboring hospital. He _ re- 
mained there two days, and on the nineteenth walked 
from Kiddysville to Frederick city, a distance of twenty- 
three miles, being twenty-six hours on the journey, re- 
maining there all day and continuing his jenrney to Bal- 
timore in the cars. Was admitted into the hospital Sept. 
21st. A minié ball entered an inch and a half above 
the anterior fold of the axilla, and one inch from the 
margin of the glenoid cavity, passed downwards, back- 
wards, and outwards, fracturing the bone at its neck, and 
extensively comminuting the shaft, and lodged under the 
integuments on the outer aspect of the arm, six inches 
below the joint. It was extracted from this situation the 
day of his admission, Sept. 3d. The arm was immensely 
swollen near the point of injury, the tissues livid, and the 
pus accumulated in quantity. A free incision six inches 
in extent was carried quite through the integuments down 
to the muscles, which speedily relieved the strangulation, 
and contributed much to the comfort of the patient. A 
light poultice of bread and yeast was applied fora few 
days, when the engorgement being reduced, and the 
healthy action of the vessels restored, water dressings 
were applied for two weeks, the arm in the meantime 
heing sustained simply by a bandage. At the expiration 
of this time lateral splints were applied, and the forearm 
sustained in a sling. In two months union had become 
firm, and the discharge, at no time profuse, subsequent to 
the first few days after his admission was greatly dimi- 
uished. Feb. 6th, 1863.—The discharge has ceased. Union 
is firm, without superabunidance of callus. The contour of 
the arm is natural, and the tissues healthy in appearance. 
Although the patient has not yet recovered the perfect 
use of the limb, especially in its complete elevation above 
the level of the shoulder, the entire facility with which he 
executed many movements of it renders it quite certain 
that only a short time will elapse before he will use it as 
ever he did. 

I1I.—Lewis Schroeder, Corp., Co. E, lst U.S. Artillery, 
thirty years old, a native of Germany, tailor, of nervo-san- 
guine temperament, was wounded in the seven days’ 
fight, June 30th, 1862, while in a stooping position elevat- 
ing his gun, He was ‘supported to a farmhouse in the 
rear. He experienced no pain at the moment of being 
wounded, and was not aware of the fact until he observed 
the blood dripping from his hand. The ball was extracted 
the same day. An apparatus was employed, but the arm 
above the wound was bandaged, and the wound kept wet 
with cold water. He remained in the hospital eight or 
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ten days, and was then taken to Richmond in a farmer's 
wagon, fourteen miles over a bad road, suffering much on 
the journey. He remained in Richmond fifteen days, with 
no change of dressing and no surgical attendance. At the 
expiration of that time he was forwarded to Baltimore. He 
was admitted into the National Hospital July 25th, his 
general condition at this time being good. A minié ball 
entered the front of his right shoulder midway between 
the joint and the angle of the axilla, passed downwards, 
outwards, and backwards, comminuting the bone at its 
neck, and lodged under the integument posteriorly three 
inches below the point of entrance, It was removed by 
the regimental surgeon the same day. Several fragments 
were removed with the dressing-forceps after his admis- 
sion into this hospital Aug. 24th—Union not having 
taken place from the freeness of the discharge, it being 
apprehended that such would not occur, he was taker 
into the operating-room to have the head of the humerus 
with the upper extremity of the shaft exsected, but be- 
coming alarmed by the loud outeries of a patient who had 
just undergone an operation and was recovering from the 
influence of chloroform, he refused obstinately to have the 
operation performed, although advised to it by a number of 
surgeons present, all of whom agreed, after careful and 
thorough manipulation of the injured limb, that the bone 
was fractured into the joint. As he appeared quite com- 
fortable, subsequently nothing further was attempted, 
although on several occasions he signified his willingness 
to undergo the operation. Owing to circumstances the 
operation was postponed from time to time, until four 
weeks subsequent to his visit to the operating-room, the 
attending surgeon on examining the arm found that union 
had unmistakably taken place. The patient had suffered 
an attack of erysipelas prior to August 24th, and had been 
sent in consequence to the ward appropriated to the treat- 
ment of that disease. Oct. 30th—Union is perfect, with 
some superabundance of callus. The discharge from both 
orifices still continues in moderate amount. 

The movements in the shoulder-joint are but little 
impeded, the patient permitting the arm to be moved 
freely in almost any direction, and to be raised without 
much difliculty to a horizontal position, The indications 
are favorable to the recovery of every natural movement 
of the limb. 

The Society then adjourned. 


neers 
NEW YORK PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 
Statep Meetine, Noy. 26, 162. 
DR. T. C, FINNELL, PRESIDENT, IN THE CHAIR, 
(Concluded from page 188.) 
WAXY LIVER. 
Dr. Crark first exhibited a specimen of waxy liver. The 
subject of the fine specimen, a woman, was admitted into 
Bellevue Hospital on a certain evening last week, and with- 
out being considered in a sufficiently dangerous condition 
to warrant any thorough examination, died early the fol- 
lowing morning. Her previous history under the circum. 
stances unfortunately was not obtained. On post-mortem 
examination, a tolerably well marked waxy liver was 
found. The tissue of the organ, examined under the mi- 
croscope, showed the existence of the characteristic cells, 
which appear, however, more like solid bodies. There is 
no nucleus in these so-called cells, but a few have in their 
centre a shining point, evidently composed of fatty matter. 
Dr. Clark remarked that, notwithstanding it had been said 
that these cells were transformations of the healthy tissue 
of the organ, he believed that the opposite was the case. 
An attempt had been made by Dr. Clark on the evening 
previous to ascertain if the structure would answer to the 
reaction of the amyloid matter, but no results were ob- 
tained, and it was supposed that the tests employed were 
not sufficiently delicaté. The liver did not seem to have 
undergone the degeneration equally in all its parts. The 
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EPILEPSY—-DEATH 
Dr. G. T. Etniior presented the medulla oblongata and a 
portion of the cerebellum removed the evening before from 
the body of a gentleman, a friend of his, thirty-five years 
of age. The history of the case was substantially this :— 
The patient was a strong, robust, and healthy looking man, 
married, and the father of three children, and up to a few 
days before his death had generally enjoyed good health. 
He had, however, from his earilest «| ected 
with attacks of epilepsy, but this fact, however, was kept 
for a long time from the knowledge of his friends. About 
ten years ago, yielding to certain influences, he became a 
very free drinker, but, by a strong effort of the will, he was 
enabled to govern his impulses, not, however, before he had 
experienced some very decided symptoms of delirium tre- 
mens. The resolution to eschew drink was faithfully kept 
from that time until his death, Some years previously 
he suffered the loss of a large amount of property, and 
through the severe struggle which he then passed he ex- 
hibited no ordinary qualities of mind. Of late he had be- 
come the subject of great prosperity, and was making money 
very fast. The close application to business pursuits in one 
with such an excitable temperament as he was known to 
possess, caused great anxiety among his friends, lest he 
should be unable to sustain the severe mental exertion 
which he subjected himself to. On the Friday afternoon 
preceding the meeting, the patient called on Dr. Elliot in 
an alarming state of excitability, and after making some 
statements to him in reference to a large sum of money he 
had made that day, sought advice as to his physical con- 
dition. Dr, Elliot being very apprehensive of the condition 
of his friend, made a very careful examination; the pulse 
was 80 and perfectly normal as to the character of its beat, 
etc., and there was not a single symptom of disease of any 
part of the body; nothing wrong could be discovered about 
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him save this extreme nervous excitability. This being the 
case, an anodyne of codeine was administered, with the 
hope that in the morning he would perhaps awake 
from the sleep calmed and refreshed. Up to one at, 
about a grain and a half of codeine had been taken, and 
sleep was procured. On Saturday morning the exaltation 
still continued, but this as on the day previous was the 
only symptom of disease present. He was enabled to 
sleep some during the day, and remained all the time 
qu ethy in bed. It having been discovered that the state- 
ments which he had lately been making in reference to his 
pecuniary suecesses were untrue, the suspicion of insanity 
wus raised, and, at the suggestion of Dr. Elhot, Dr. Brown 
of Bloomingdale Asylum was sent for. Under the influence 
of codeine the patient passed the second night comfortably, 
His urinary secretion amounted to diuresis, but it was im- 
possible to obtain any for examination. His bowels were 
perfectly free. On Sunday morning early Dr. Elliot was 
valled on by the patient, who stated that he felt remark- 
ably well, that he had had a very comfortable night’s rest, 
and that he thought he was well again. During the con- 
versation which followed the gentleman gave unmistakable 
of insanity, and Dr. Elliot returned with him 
and watched with him until noon, when Dr. Brown 
in town. It was the opinion of Dr. Brown that 
the patient’s mania required restraint. The patient, believ- 
ing he was watched, had then commenced to be threaten- 
ing, but no time was lost in going through the necessary 
‘gal processes to get him into the Flushing Lunatic Asy- 
lum. The morning after he was confined in the asylum he 
slipped out of the window, and doubling upon his pursuers 
took refuge in the office of a lawyer friend, who held him 
until four o’clock in the afternoon. He was then returned 
to the asylum. The patient died the following night, or 
rather Monday morning, in a single convulsion. Death 
took place by apnoea, respiration ceasing before the heart 
ceased to beat. 

The autopsy was made by Dr. Swift, in presence of Drs, 
Flint, Peters, Echeverria, and Elliot. There were no adhe- 
sions on either side of the chest. The lungs were well 
developed, moderately congested, and free from all tuber- 
cular deposit. The pericardium was natural. The heart 
was smaller than usual, and the seat of fatty degeneration. 
The append. epiploic. were also unusually full of fat. The 
cardiac valves were normal, and there was a small coagu- 
jum in the cavity of the right ventricle. The stomach was 
not opened, The bladder contained a small amount of 
urine, which unfortunately was not preserved for examina- 
tion, The kidneys were normal in size, but markedly con- 
gested. The covering of the left kidney being peeled off, 
brought away with it portions of cortical substance. 

Dr. Sanps, at the request of Dr. Elliot, then gave the 
results of the microscopical examination of the heart and 
kidneys. The heart was found to be the seat of extensive 
fatty degeneration, more than half the fibres being the seat 
of the deposit. The cortical portion of the kidney was 
very largely granular, most of the granules being composed 
of fat. The tubuli uriniferi varied in size, but most of them 
were increased in their normal diameter. There were also 
present in considerable quantity mucous copical cysts. 
Besides this the unusual appearance was presented of the 
field studded with casts, identical with those observed in 
the urine of Bright’s disease. 

The brain was examined by Dr. Echeverria, who gave 
the following results :—Skull not thickened ; the dura mater, 
somewhat congested, is free from adhesions to the bones 
and from any abnormal growth. On its removal the arach- 
noid appeared uniformly distended, although the cerebral 
fluid was not very much augmented, There were in the 
cavity of the membrane white patches, thicker over the 
anterior part of the cerebral lobes near the median fissure. 
The cerebral tissue and the arachnoid were intimately 
united by the capillary vessels, especially over the anterior 
part of the cerebral lobes, where it was impossible to de- 
tach the membranes without tearing away the brain. 


' 
I 
( 


evidences 
home, 


arrived 





American Medical Times, 


Convolutions strongly marked, and rather softened, not- 
withstanding the time the body was kept in ice (twenty- 
four hours). By slicing the brain laterally the cortical 
substance was found of a deeper discoloration, and a gene- 
ral fructiform injection all over the centrum ovale. The 
surface of the cut always appeared moist, and nowhere ex- 
hibited any extravasation of blood, The white substance 
was evidently softened in the corpus callosum, 

The posterior corner of the left ventricle contained a 
small quantity of bloody liquid, which filled nearly the 
right one; there was, however, in either of them, no coa- 
gulum, nor any other change than a congestion of the cho- 
roid plexuses. In the optic thalami, the corpora striata, 
and the cerebellum, the white and grey substances exhi- 
bited the appearance already noticed, but in the latter the 
discoloration of the cortical substance was deeper. 

The congestion of the meninges is considerable over the 


oblong medulla, but there are no patches in the cavity of 


‘the arachnoid, firmly united to the organ by large capillary 
vessels, 

A section on the median line of the medulla oblongata 
shows the grey matter highly congested, and of a reddish 
tint, without any effusion of blood. 

Microscopical examination Noy. 26th, ten hours after 
post-mortem examination. 

In the patches of the arachnoid the capillaries are dilated 
and varicose in several parts of their length, and surrounded 
with a granular amorphous matter. The coats of the ves- 
sels are likewise granular. There are very few fatty gra- 
nulations, and no inflammatory capsules. Acetic acid ren- 
ders the amorphous matter more transparent, and ether 
collects together in globules the fatty granulations. 

The tissue of the corpus callosum, soft and pulpy, is seen 
under the microscope, abundant with granular amorphous 
matter; the capillaries, although increased, are not dilated. 
Several blood corpuscles, with an irregular outline, and a 
few fatty granulations, as also the nerve fibrils, with their 
ordinary appearance, form the rest of the preparation, in 
which, again, there is no inflammatory corpuscle. 

The cortical substance of the brain is considerably aug- 
mented, both in vascularity and amorphous matter. In the 
tubercular quadrigemina the dilatation and varicosity of the 
blood-vessels is so distinct that it may clearly be seen with 
the naked eye. In the cerebellum the grey matter presents, 
besides the above changes, a greater quantity than the 
normal of myelocites, 

The cerebral white substance offers a similar alteration: 
great abundance of capillaries and of granular amorphous 
matter, irregular blood corpuscles, extravasated in the pre- 
paration, normal nerve fibrils, and no cells of inflamma- 
tion. 

In the oblong medulla the blood-vessels of the grey 
matter are considerably augmented, more so than in the 
brain, and besides dilated and varicose; the granular exu- 
dation is also greater, seeming to be of an albuminous na- 
ture, and containing a few oil globules. Two ganglionic 
cells, one of them bipolar, found in the preparations, were 
very granular, and more than normally charged with pig- 
ment. The fibrils proceeding from them were likewise 
granular. The white, less congested than the grey sub- 
stance of the medulla, exhibited an alteration like to that 
of the brain. 

The apparent nerve roots of the pneumogastric, the 
glosso-pharyngeal, the fifth and six pairs, did not present 
any abnormal alteration. 


—_—_—_————_. 


M. Cuzent has read a note to the Academy of Sciences, 
entitled, Poisoning by Oysters taken on a Bank near a 
Copper Mine; and Demonstration of the Presence of the 
Copper in these Molluscs. The oysters in question, he 
says, came from England; and were taken near Falmouth 
in the neighborhood of a copper mine. These animals have 
occasioned, he adds, some symptoms of poisoning.— Brit. 
Med. Jour. 
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FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 
LETTER XXXII. 
By PROF, CHARLES A. LEE. 
Friorenor, Oct. 28, 1862. 


THe autumn thus far has been one of the finest I have 
ever known. The sky has been cloudless, the sun has risen 
in splendor and set in glory. At Vienna the weather has 
become quite cool, and even frosty as early as the fifth of 
this month; but at Venice I found the chmate warm, sul- 
try, and even oppressive. A friend arriving at Vienna on the 
tenth ef October, from St. Petersburgh, found snow in many 
places quite deep, covering the ground for more than half 
the distance, while thick ice had formed, and the earth was 
frozen to a considerable depth, Hlere the foliage is mostly 
green, and the weather uncomfortably warm. There are 
many Americans here, and the city swarms with English 
tourists on their way from Switzerland. L was very glad 
to meet my friends Dr. Gould and lady, of New York, who 
have been residing in Rome for some years past. Mrs, G, 
was the only daughter of the late Dr. Bliss, of our city, and 
inherits all her father’s virtues. I am happy to find that her 
pulmonary symptoms, which caused her physicians to 
advise a change of climate, have, under the genial influence 
of Italian skies, entirely subsided. Dr. G. has acquired a 
very respectable practice in the city of Rome, and is the 
only American practitioner there. 

In travelling in this country one is constantly impressed 
with the truth of Alfieri’s aphorism, that, “in Italy nature 
has always proved stronger than all the evil powers at 
work to corrupt her.” Since the creaticen of ‘the new Ita- 
lian empire under Victor Ersmanuel the people have begun 
to emerge from that state of torpor, vice, ignorance, and 
degradation which long religious and political misrule ine- 
vitably creates; but it will be a long time before the land 
can be regenerated, and the symptoms of degeneracy dis- 
appear; vagrancy, beggary, and petty pilfering are still 
Italian institutions, and always will be, until priestly influence 
is either destroyed or changed into a different channel. 
No one can charge me with prejudice on this point, for I 
have none whatever; but I risk nothing in saying that the 
priests have at all times fostered mendicancy throughout 
the Catholic world, as if fearful lest charity should come to 
anend with the cessation of proper objects on which to 
exercise it. Indeed, there are extensive fraternities who 
openly countenance and practise idleness, and make beg- 
gary synonymous with holiness. Many of these establish- 
ments have been very wisely broken up, and their buildings 
converted into hospitals, and other public uses—still the 
orders exist, and the practice of beggary still goes on. 
Both in Italy as well as in France the marks of a general 
physical decline are very manifest. I koow not whether 
the population be declining here in number, as the. last 
census of France showed it to be in that country, but there 
is no doubt of the fact ; others may trace it toa variety of 
political, economical, moral, and domestic sources ; I think, 
however, that very little observation will sattsfy the medi- 
cal man that the causes are rather to be sought for in bad 
and insufficient food, scarce fuel, scanty winter clothing, 
impure air, and suffering of every description, aggravated 
in this country, at least, by lazy, indolent, self-indulgent 
habits, and all the loathsome vices of a decrepit civilization. 
It is a truth in animal no Jess than in political economy, 
that ‘“ the wages of sin is death.” It is not only the rab- 
ble of these Italian cities that exhibit these symptoms of 
degeneration and decay, but the great mass of the laboring 
peasantry appear puny and under size, and at forty exhibit 
all the marks of premature old age. Statistical inquiries 
show that the mortality of the large cities in Italy, such as 
Turin, Bologna, Rome, Naples, ete., far exceeds that of 
London or Paris, while the average duration of life of the 
laborers in the rice plantations of Piedmont, ete., does not 
exceed thirty years; and even the old cities of Novara, Ver- 
celli, Mortara, etc., suffer severely from the vicinity of the 
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thirty-five or forty, though apparently 


most de 


reach about the age of 
in good health and the perfect possession of their faculties, 
‘ Fat seems to be their 
the result, doubtless, of their indolent seden- 
tary habits and unwholesome diet, to say nothing of 

sensuality for which they have always been distinguished. 
This tlabby and torpid obesity, which characterizes nearly 
the whole nation at that period of life, is generally attri- 


often exhibit the marks of old a; 


great enemy- 


buted to the enervating effects of the climate, instead of 


any violation of the laws of health, as it undoubtedly is. 
When we see men below the middle age so fat and corpu- 
lent as hardly to be able to walk about, or even waddle 
along the streets, it may be very convenient and satisfac- 
tory to lay it all to the climate, but I am inclined to attri- 
bute it to causes not quite so complimentary and exone- 
rating. But a still more remarkable fact is, that bilious and 
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phlegmatic as the Italians are by nature or habit, they 
imagine they are always laboring under the inconve- 
niences of a sanguine temperament, and are therefore 
ever in bodily fear of a colpo di sanque, or blood-stroke, 
and fear no ills except such as arise from excess of blood ; 
and I am sorry to find their physicians generally humoring 
notions, and consequently for ever bleeding, leech- 
¢, and cupping them; it would seem for the very pur- 
| of ridding them of that excess of health which trou- 
bles them so much. In spring, I am told, there is universal 
ve, asthere used to be with us; there is bleeding 

afier a fright, or any sudden or violent emotion, such as 
lling down stairs, or falling in love; the lancet is a pana- 
for moral no Jess than physical infirmities, and for 
pound of good blood lost, cold stagnant lyinph, such 

ve might expect to be generated from macearoni, turnips, 
and caulitlowers, is gradually substituted in its place. I am 
it _ also, that in most cases of fever, inflammation, and 
even consumption, the veins are drained to the last drop ; 
the physician contending to the last that the patient is being 
choked or drowned in his own blood. So it was with the 
late Count Cavour ; so it was with King Victor Emmanuel’s 


those 


nose 
3 : 
biecdin 
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niormed 


1 
, the Jate Duke of Genoa, who, while dying of slow 
, perished in the act of the ninth bloodletting with- 
Ih tWo Gays, 
This bilio-lymphatie temperament of the Italian, which 
so early disables the body, is equally injurious to the tone 
of the mind, There really is something morbid and distem- 
pered in the organization of an Italian, which renders him 
excessively sensitive and demonstrative. We see it in his 
ut of self-reliance, and his constant craving for sympa- 

iy. If we find now and then a Dante or an Alfieri, we 
meet with crowds of men like Petrarch, Tasso, Metastasio, 
and Pellico—soft, effeminate beings, who are always blub- 
bering and bemoaning their hard lot. The same causes pro- 
duced the same results in Byron, who was for ever dwelling 
upon his sorrows, and thrusting his private griefs before 
the public gaze; adequate systematic exercise, and regu- 
lar temperate habits, would not only have warded off cor- 
pulence and been an antidote to obesity, but would have 
saved the world many a dismal croaking. But Italy is not 
the only country where development is given to the 
nerves at the expense of the muscles, nor where the whole 
system of education is wrong from beginning toend. The 
mischief begins here in the cradle, where infants are still all 
but smothered in their old-fashioned swaddling-clothes—a 
fatal and barbarous custom, which fills the Italian cities and 
towns with crippled, bandy-legged, and deformed persons. 
Children of the better classes are generally sent out to 
nurse, and if they survive they are brought back to the 
pampering luxury and indulgence of their parents’ homes. 
Besides keeping late hours, and partaking, even to surfeit, 
of the fare of grown-up people, they are humored in all 
their whims and fancies, glutted with sweets, wines, 
liqueurs, and all kinds of stimulants, and the ruin of their 
constitution keeps pace with the ruin of their tempers. I 
have heard it remarked that, although you may meet hand- 
some men and women in Italy, you rarely see a beautiful 
child—at least none of that rosy loveliness that prompted 
the famous pun of old Pope Gregory, about “ Angles and 
Angels.” My experience, thus far, confirms the truth of the 
remark, for I have seen few if any, as yet, but yellow and 
green, pale, puny, peevish, “ knowing” creatures, too small 
in size, yet too old in face for their size. So far as I have 
yet observed, there is very little attention paid in Italy to 
pliysical education. Playgrounds are deemed wholly unne- 
cessary in connexion with educational establishments, 
whether male or female; and I doubt whether such a thing 
asa yymnasium was ever heard of in this country, until 
within a few years past. There is often great precocity of 
growth and development, but instead of being the effect of 
climate, as generally supposed, it is in reality the result of 
improvident, unwholesome training. The intellect some- 
times seems to derive apparent benefit from this unnatural 


' development of the sensitive organs; but if “a sound 
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mind in a sound body” be desirable, then the whole sys- 
tem of training is faulty, for it creates too great a dispropor- 
tion between the mental and physical powers. The Ita- 
lians are no sportsmen, nor can they be induced to engage 
in those athletic games in which Englishmen and Ameri- 
cans so much delight; and here again the climate comes 
in as a Satisfactory explanation. 

These general remarks will, of course, be received with all 
needful indulgence. I am comparatively a stranger here, 
and am liable to error; but for all the statements above 
made I am supported either by my own observation or the 
authority of intelligent, well-informed Italians. In regard 
to bleeding, however, I am satisfied no general statement 
would be safe as regards the frequency with which it is 
resorted to in what is called the Italian kingdom. We 
must recollect that there is yet no union, not even poli- 
tical, and that very widely different modes of thinking and 
of practice prevail in the different provinces, and even 
among physicians in the same province. There are also 
different schools of medicine, each of which has its advo- 
cates and its disciples. Tommasini and Rasori are yet 
influential names, and have their followers who believe 
implicitly in the depletory methods of treatment. So 
also Brown yet lives here, and his system of stimula- 
tion has numerous and powerful advocates, “The School 
of Bologna,” so called, is yet influential in many parts of 
Italy, and its disciples freely use the lancet, and eschew 
stimulants, In point of fact, bleeding is rarely practised 
in Tuscany or in the Neapolitan provinces, while in Pied- 
mont and Lombardy venesection and leeching are the 
great remedies in almost all diseases. In Tuscany, I am 
told, the faculty have no faith in medicines proper, while 
in Naples, Lombardy, and Piedmont, they trust them im- 
plicitly, and even believe in specifics. 

In my next I will give some notice of the hospitals 
museums of this city. 
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SPECIALISTS IN MEDICINE. 

Tue Commissioners of Charities and Corrections of this 
city have addressed a communication to the Medical Bard 
of Bellevue Hospital inquiring as to the propriety of esta- 
blishing specialties in that hospital, instaucing diseases of the 
eye, the ear, the nervous system, and skin diseases. They 
inquire also as to the propriety of introducing other special- 
The inference would seem to be that the diseases in 
the hospital might be classified according to the modern 
views of specialists, by arranging a large number of sub- 
divisions. 

The questions proposed to the Medical Board by the 
Commissioners bring prominently before the profession the 
much agitated subject of specialties in practical medicine. 


ties. 


SPECIALISTS IN MEDICINE. 


We trust it will receive the dispassionate consideration of | 


that body, for on its decision will depend, to a certain extent, 
the initiative movements of specialism in this country. It 
should also receive, in a wider and more general sense, the 
earnest attention of the profession at large, and such policy 
should be adopted for the encouragement or discourage- 
ment of these special studies as will best promote the inte- 
rests of medicine. 

The tendency of the age is undoubtedly to the division 
of labor. We see it in all the mechanic arts and in every 
department of human labor and thought. It grows out of 


May 2, 18¢8, 


213 


the limited powers of the human body and mind, and the 
constant expansion of every branch of science and of every 
Not all grasp the 
widely varying facts in any one of the generally recognised 


department of industry. minds can 
divisions of the sciences, much less become profoundly con- 
versant with them. Neither can the artisan become profi- 
Ile who is 
recognised as a “Jack at all trades’ cannot excel in any 


cient in many branches of the same business. 
one art, though he may be a most useful person by his 
general know ledge, 

Medicine, as a science and an art, has not escaped this 
The three grand divi- 
sions, practical medicine, surgery, and obstetric 
been recognised and adopted. TI 


tendency to the division of labor. 
s, have long 


wey very naturally grow 


out of fundamental differences in methods of treatment of 
} 


diseases. Surgical a 


fleetions require, for the most part, 
entirely different remedial agents from medical diseases; 


and the practice of obstetrics differs equally from both in 


the appliances of art. In the progress of the me dical sei- 


ences many of the classes of diseases embraced in these 


several grand divisions have become objects of special study, 
as the diseases of the eye nd ear in surgery, of the heart 
and lungs in medicine, and of the uterus in obstetries. 


These divisions have gradually become more and 


numerous, until surgery, medicine, and obstetrics are little 


more 
else than an agglomeration of specialties. The necessity 
of pursuing the study and subsequent practice of a spe- 
cialty in order to success, is beginning to possess the minds 
of young medical men. They are stimulated by the exam- 
ples of men who have won reputation and fortune by devo- 
tion to a specialty. It is time that this subject was tho- 
roughly discussed in all its bearings, that the younger mem- 
bers of the profession may have correct views of the ad- 
vantages or disadvantages of pursuing a specialty. 
The arguments generally brought forward by the advo- 


have already 


cates of specialties in medicine are, as 


wi 
intimated, those which apply to a division of labor in any 
of And they 
To surpass all contemporary laborers in any 


other department business, have great 
plausibility. 
special pursuit requires the undivided efforts of every 
ordinary mind. But we are not prepared to accept this 
reasoning in an unqualified sense. As a general fact we 
must aver that the man whose knowledge in business takes 
This fact 


surgeon, 


the widest range has the best basis for success. 
is eminently true in medicine. The 
physician, or obstetrician, will prove a better practitioner in 


general 
any particular disease than the specialist. The most suc- 
cessful surgeon is the man who has also a thorough know- 


ledge of practical medicine. The relations of diseases are 


intimate, often obscure, and frequently all-controlling. The 
practitioner who fails to detect these relations will certainly 
not be ¢ good practitioner, whatever may be his pecuniary 
success, Ile will treat diseases in his specialty from the 
most narrow stand-point, and too frequently fail to com- 
widely extended 
sympathies which most seriously modify their progress. 
These peculiarities the general practitioner anticipates and 
readily recognises, and promptly meets every manifesta- 
tion with proper remedies. 

It has been remarked by an accurate observer of the 
progressive changes in the medical profession, that the 
older practitioners often much excel the younger in the 
treatment of disease, because they take a much wider 
range of symptoms, and do not narrow their view to single 


prehend those remote agencies and 
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forbear ealling attenti recent reports 


Mernpicat Times of the succe 


‘atment of 2 


un- 


actures of the thigh by conss rvative means, The 
port of twelve cases by 


y Dre. Waters, and the 
reports of Drs. Honcen a te In the | 
ideration of every army sur- 


resent 


vidences against amputation where nerves and 

‘scape injury, as remarked by Dr. Honeey, 
f preserving the limb, are rapidly accumulat- 
‘the most interesting and important points 


ry, and we hope to see the proper treat- 


nent permanently settled by our 
Tne exaggerated reports of 


Khess 


in the army of Gey. 
Lan 


If such terrible sickness 


GRANT are copied into the London et from the cor- 


respondence of an lowa paper. 


and mortality are taken as an index of the condition of our 
armies, the speedy failure of the Union Cause will be still 
But 


sources that these reports 


lish reader. 


irances from the most reliable 


more evident to every Eng we have as- 


GEN. 
Grant has himself contradicted the reports, and Mr. Fre- 


are the grossest and most unfounded exaggerations, 


perick Law Oxmsrenp, Secretary of the Sanitary Commis- 
sion, Who visited this army at the time alluded to, also 
states in the most positive manner that the Army of the 
Mississippi was in a fair condition of health. 

Tre suggestions of Mepicvs in regard to a notice in the 
City Directory of the office hours of physicians are worthy 
of the attention of the profession. It would be a great 
saving of time to both physician and patient if the office 
hours of the former could be ascertained before applying 
for treatment. 
the city and country had its own Directory, with all neces- 
sary details, as location, school of graduation, ete., ete. 


But we have little hope of the success of such an enterprise 


It would be still better if the profession of 
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since the failure of the late Dr. Tucker’s effort to publish 
a Medical Directory for this city. His efforts failed through 
the disgraceful penuriousness of the profession. Many 
subscribed for copies of the work, the price of which was 
but fifty cents, and then refused to pay for it when deliver- 
ed to them. 
labor of a 


And yet the work was the result of a year’s 
most competent physician, and abounded with 
the most useful local medical statistics. It was the design 
of Dr. Tucker to make an annual publication, illustrated 
had he any 
But a large portion of the edition remained unsold, though 


With engravings, met with encouragement. 


ubscribed for, There is little prospect of any similar pub- 
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THE LUNACY COMMISSION BILL. 


[To the Editor of the American Mepica. Tres.) 


Dr. Chapin, of Brigham Hall, Canandaigua, remarks 

er addressed to you, that the Bill of 1861 for the 

1 of a commission in lunacy, while it contained 

y excellent provisions, embraced however some that 

were objectionable, or at least caleulated to arouse opposi- 

tion and defeat the great obj CT contemplated in the exist- 

ence of such commission—namely, The relief of unheard 

sufferings of our insane! Considering the importance of 

the bill, the difficulties mentioned by Dr. Chapin are per- 

haps not so great as to prevent its adoption ; and, although 

I have not been able to procure the text of the bill, I ven- 
ture to present. you the following reflections. 

Relating to the actual manner of procedure in the crimi- 
nal cases in which either sanity or insanity are doubted, 
here is no reason why trial by jury should be avoided; 
let it be the grand jury or a court, if a board of experts 
(supposing the commission of lunacy) receives the mission 
to report on a case, there is no intrusion of such board in 
the decision of judges or juries; their report is but an evi- 
From what I perceive, I fear there 
exists some misunderstanding or gui pro quo about medical 
and judicial functions. For instance, 1 heard the honor- 
able Judge Barnard in a charge to a jury try to give a 
medico-psychological lecture to a jury; the Honorable 
Judge Manierre has tried the same thing at Chicago, with, 
it appears, But, really, is that the 
duty of judges? Now, when physicians are consulted on 
medical points, could they not also leave to judges and 
juries to appreciate the facts, and see whether these facts 
carry responsibility or not? ‘It is certainly as out of order 
to see a physician assuming duties which do not belong to 
him, as it is to hear a judge defining the kinds and degrees 
of mental disturbances which should, in his opinion, be 
sufficient to excuse or aggravate the commission of crime. 
In a paper printed in one of the last numbers of the Ame- 
rican Monthly of Dr. Douglass, I have tried to mark the 
differences existing between a legal diagnosis of crime and 
the medical diagnosis of insanity; let me add now, sir, 
that the opposition which may exist between two liberal 
professions 1s more apparent than real; the gentlemen of 
the bar and the bench would not punish the insane poor 
for our very little quarrel with them. If there is some- 
times amongst us a slight opposition in a court, it does not 
exceed the necessity of the case, and this latter being over, 
lawyers and physicians resume their mutual friendship and 
benevolence, 

Respecting the second difficulty, I am not aware of the 
obstacles that the bill of 1861 threw in the way to admis- 
sion of patients in private asylums: but, sir, you have, in 
your editorial of the 7th March, of this year, related that a 
physician in England was heavily fined for mistaking a 
case in granting a certificate and committing a sane person 


dence in the case, 


Some more success. 
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to an asylum. Now, two points are to be considered: 
first, if we describe accurately all the sym 
both mental and corporeal, our duty is accomplished. 
Secondly, our conclusions, whether for or against the com- 
mitment to an asylum, are submitted to the judicial or 
civil authority for a decision; then the judicial officers 
have a right to reject our evidence and take that of another 
physician, if convenient; the County Judge of an asylum 
has the same right; the foreigner may be a Canadian or a 
Kuropean, the fact of his insanity is not altered; the judge 
of the county in which a man becomes insane, or into 
which he is brought, is competent to decide the case; he 
requires the report of two physicians, known to him, and 
the ends of justice are thus accomplished. 

In spite of these refiections on the letter of Dr. Chapin, 
I beg to state that I fully appreciate the motives which 
have prompted the fears of our distinguished colleague. 


ptoms observed, 


Yours, ete. 


J, Paricot, MD. 
April 20, 1863. 


ae nee S 
IMPROVEMENT IN THE CITY DIRECTORY. 
[To the Editor of the American Mepicat Tinrs.] 

Sir :—As the time approaches for the issue of a new City 
Directory, I venture to make a suggestion through the 
medium of your columns to the profession in the city, viz. 
to adopt the custom very general in European cities of 
inserting the office hours with the name. As thus:— 

A. B., physician, 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. 
C. D., physician, : i some = 
? (3 pM. to 5 pM. 

The publisher of the Directory would probably charge a 
small sum, say twenty-five or fifty cents, for the additional 
insertion. The convenience of such a plan must be ob- 
vious. <A physician wishes to send a note and get an 
answer, or make an appointment with a brother practi- 
tioner, or send a patient for an opinion ; he thus knows the 
hour to send, and much time and trouble are saved to both 
parties, Every respectable druggist keeps a directory in 
his shop, so that it is accessible to all of the profession who 
do not themselves keep it. 

Again, we frequently lose calls from our professional 
brethren from out of town, who find our city distances 
long from the hotels where they happen to be stopping, 
and after travelling to our residences are disappointed in 
not finding us at home. 

Mepicvs. 


<> 


[To the Editor of the Amertcan Mepicat Tiwes.] 

Sir:—I am strongly gratified to observe in the report of 
an accurate examiner (J. J. Woodward, Assist. Surg. 
U.S.A.), in part published in the Mepicat Tres, that the 
unfounded supposition of any fourm of parasitic or fungoid 
life or growth being the cause of gangrene is finally 
rejected. At a comparatively early period of my investi- 
gation into the phenomena and causes of the “ gangrene” I 
saw at the Marine Hospital, New Orleans, I had concluded 
there was no ground in fact for this suppositien, and have, 
in areport on gangrene, now in the hands of the Secre- 
tary of the N. Y. State Medical Society, adduced many 
facts in proof that no foreign organism or fungoid growth 
can cause that destruction of the tissues which constitutes 
gangrene, but that, on the contrary, where these organisms 
exist and increase, as parasites on the animal body, their 
influence or effect is to increase the functional activity of 
the part they abide on. 

I think we may congratulate ourselves that some know- 
ledge of the nature of this terrible disease is taking the 
place of the previous infantile notion respecting its causes. 
Moreover, I was already convinced that the finding of 
parasitic forms in the seat of such destruction of the tissues 
would not prove them to have been the cause (@.e. physical 
antecedent) of it, but on the contrary would prove that 
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they arose as a consequence of it, which furnished a nidus 
for their rise and development. 

In the report alluded to I have hinted what I regard as 
the rationale of the disease, so far as my present know- 
ledge of the phenomena and a correct insight into them 
would justify, and I hope eventually fo present a more 
complete view, so far as future experience and analysis of 
facts will extend my present understanding of its actual 
causes, 

Yours, ete., 
Rvurvs Kine Browne, M.D. 
-— os 
THE SUPPLY TABLE. 


[To the Editor of the American Mepicat Times.] 


Sm:—I think you ought to explain your criticism on Dr. 


Otterson’s article on Camp Diseases, ete., in the number of 
April 11th, by stating the fact that, when that article was 
written, the new supply table, Oct. 20, 1862, had not 
reached him (then with Gen. Curtis in 8S. W. Missouri), 
and at that time the statement he there makes was true. 
As regards the iron preparations which you speak of in the 
new table, while he was writing from the old, please note 
this, for ] cannot think you desire to do injustice to a faith- 
ful and efficient public servant and an excellent medical 
officer, who only has his whole heart in the welfare of his 
command, and a decp interest in everything that pertains 
to the efficic ucy ol his profession. 


M.D. 


Army edical Intelligence, 


SPECIAL ORDERS, No, 70. 
Hrapqvarrens, 16tn Army Corps, 
Mempenis, Tewn., April 14, 1868 
1. Contract Surgeon Cullen, heretofore assigned to the Small-Pox Hos- 
pital, having through cowardice and personal fear refused to perform the 
duties to which he has been assigned, and thus proved himself a disgrace 
to an honorable profession, and useless to the public service, is dishonora- 
bly discharged the service of the United States, with loss of all pay and 
emoluments, Surgeon B. J. D. Irwin, U.S.A,, will endorse this order on 
his contract,and annul the same, reporting his action to the Surgeon- 
General. 
By order of Major-General 8. A. Hurlbut, 
(signed) H. Bormorr, 
Asst, Adj. General. 
Official. 
3. J. D. Inwrs, 
Surgeon §U.s.A., Supt. of Mospitals 


SPECIAL ORDERS, No, 182, 


Wank Derartuent, Ans. Gen't's Orrice, 
Wasutneron, April 21, 1868. 

4. Assistant Surceon E. M. Jones, 24 Rhode Island Vols., is hereby dis- 
charged the service for incompetency, as recommended by a Board of Exa- 
mination. 

9. llospital Steward Myron W. Robinson, U.S.A., is hereby honorably dis 
charged the service of the United States, to enable him to aceept the posi- 
tion of Assistant Surgeon, 6th Connecticut Vols. 

12. The following assignments are made of Medical Officers : 

Surgeon J. Owen, U.S.V., recently restored, to report for duty to Bri- 
gadier-General Carleton, commanding Lepartment of New Mexico. 

Surgeon James Fisher, U.S.V., now on duty in this Department, where 
his services are no longer required, to report to Major-General Banks, 
commanding Department of the Gulf. 

Assistant Surgeon Thomas H. Ridgely, U.S.A., now on duty as Medical 
Purveyor at Frederick, Md., where his services are not needed any longer, 
to report in person to Major-General Grant, commanding Department of 
the Tennessee, and by letter to the Assistant Surgeon-General at St, 
Louis, Mo. 

Surgeon 8. S. Mulford, U.S.V., just promoted, to relieve Surgeon T. M. 
Getcy, U.S.A., as Medical Director, 4th Army Corps, Yorktown, Va. 

Surgeon T. M. Getty, U.S.A., to relieve Surgeon H. Kh. Wirtz, U.S.A., 
as Medical Director of the Department of the Northwest. 

Surgeon H. R. Wirtz, U.S.A., to relieve Surgeon Charles H. Crane, 
U.S.A., as Medical Director of the Department of the South, inasmuch as 
Surgeon Crane has been on continuous duty in that Department for nearly 
two years, 

Surgeon M. Goldsmith, U.S.V., on duty in Louisville, Ky., to report by 
letter to the Surgeon-General for special duty connected with the Medi- 
cal Department in that vicinity. 

Assistant Surgeon William E, Whitehead, U.S.A., recently appointed, 
to proceed to St. Louis, and report for duty to Assistant Surgeon-General 
hk. C. Wood, U.S.A. 

’ By order of the Secretary of War, 
LE. D. Townsenn, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 
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Dr. Herr, in his work on Medicine and Surgery lately 
published, tells how he got rid of a pencil five centimetres 
long and six millimétres thick from the bladder. He made 
his patient retain his urine for as long a time as he possibly 
could; and when he could hold it no longer, to lean over 
a table, to grasp its edges firmly, make a deep inspiration, 
and then foree out the urine with all his might. On the 
very first attempt, the pencil flew out to some distance, and 
without causing any great pain. M. Hullin recommended 
this plan from a knowledge of a hydrostatic law. When a 
vessel with a narrowish opening at the bottom is filled 
with water, and the opening is suddenly set free, the liquid 
in escaping makes a whirling motion at the opening; in 
this whirl floating bodies are seized, and turned go that 
one of their extremities is presented to the opening. The 
bladder represented the vase in this case. M. Bousquet 
says that the former M. Sedillot relieved himself in a 
sitnilar way of several small caleuli—Brit. Med. Jour. 


Pror. F. 1. Hamiirox, now a Medical Inspector in the 
regular army, was taken prisoner on route from Murfrees- 
boro to Nashville. He was compelled to march on foot 
fourteen miles with the other prisoners, without rest or 
food. Ife was finally allowed to return to Nashville. 
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METEOROLOGY AND NECROLOGY OF THE WEEK 


AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK. 
Abstract of the Official Report. 
From the 20th day of April to the 27th day of April, 1868. 
Deaths.—Men, 126; women, 101; boys, 154; girls, 136; total, 517. Adnits 
227; children, 299: males, 2+0: 237; colored, 8, Children born 
f native parents, 52; foreign, 228 
Among the causes of death we notice :—Apoplexy, ul 
43; croup, 13; diphtheria, 23; scarlet fever 
vers, 21; consumption, 74; small-pox, 0; measi 9: dropsy of head, 26; 
infantile marasmus, 18; cholera infantum, 1; inf lammation of brain, * 
f bowels, 11; of lungs, 39; bronchitis, 9; congestion of brain, 0; of lun 
0; erysipelas, 4; diarrhea and dysentery, 5 268 deaths occurred ey 
acute diseases, and 41 from violent causes. 343 were native, and 174 
foreign; of whom 110 came from Ireland; 88 died in the City Charities ; 
of whom 22 were in Bellevue Hospital, and 5 died in the Immigrant 
Institution. 
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stract of the Atmospherical N ecord of the Eastern Dispensary, kept in 
the Market Building, No. 57 Essex street, New York, 
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20th, Clear a.m, dung PM ‘ats t and 221, 
Clear, 23d, Clear a.m., storm commenced in the evening. 24th, Storm 
till about 2 p.w.,cloudy evening. 25th, Mostly clear. Fresh winds pre- 

vailed on the 20th, 21st, 22d, 24th, and 25th. Rain for the weck an ineh 
and a quarter, 


RemMarks.—19th, Clear. 


SPE CI AL NOTICES, 

New York Covnry Mepicat Socirty.—A Stated Meet- 
ing of this Society will be held at the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons, corner of 23d Street and Fourth Avenue, on 
Monday evening next, May 4th, at 8 o'clock, Subjects— 
I. The Election of Delegates to the National Medical Asso- 
ciation, and the U. S. Sanitary and Quarantine Convention. 
ll. The Discussion of the Identity, or Non-Identity, and 
Treatment of Typhoid and Typhus Fever, will be continued, 

New York Acapemy or Mepictne—On Wednesday 
Evening, May 6th, Dr. Percy will conclude his paper on 
Veratrum, by a Jew remarks on its Modus Operandi and 
the propositions deducible from his researches. After which 
the Discussion on the paper of Dr. J. L. Surru on Cyanosis 
will be introduced by Dr. Jacost, and followed by Drs, I. 
G. Cox, G. T. Extiot, Barker, and others. 

The Address of the Secretary of the New Sydenham 
Society will be, after the first of May nert—Dr. Hrywoon, 
No. 32 West 27th Street, New York. 
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* e v r 
Bulletin of the New York Academy 
of Medicine Vol. 1. 1861-62. Svo. cloth, pp. 558. $1 50. Ifto 
be sent by mail 84c, extra must be remitted. Subscriptions received for 
Vol, 2, 1863. $1 00 payable = advance, 
BAILLIERE BROS., 440 Broadway, N. Y. 
Br 


‘aithwaite (W.& J. )—Commentary y 

on Midwifery and the Diseases | WwW omen and Children for the Last 
half-year, 7. 

N ouveau Dictionnaire lexicographi- 

que et descriptif des Sciences Medicales et Taishan par De- 


12mo. ‘London 1862, 2s, 6¢ 
Bariurere Beortuers, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 

lorme, eT ouley, Daremberg, Mignon et Lamy. Royal Svo. (1468 pages.) 

Paris. 1Sfr. 
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NOTICES. 
AMERICAN 


"r May 2, 1968, 


MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 


Orrick Mrprean 
KF 

The next regular Annual Meeting of the 
will be held in the City of Chicago, Hlinois, on the first Tuesday in June, 
1863. Every permanently organized State, County, and Local Medie al 
Society is evtitled to send one Delegate for every ten members, and one 
additional for a fraction of more than half of that nomber. 
Merlical Colleges, and Hospitals containing over 100 beds for the sick, are 
entitled to two Dele and all other permanently organized Medical 
Institutions are entitled to one Delegate each. 

The Committee earnestly desire a fall attendance from all parts of the 
country. 
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CRAIG MICROSCOPE. 


This is the best and cheapest microseope in the world for 
ZF Most practical purposes, It magnifies about 100 diameters, 
or 10,000 times, and requires neither skill nor patience te 
use it. The power is about that most frequently required 
in making microscopic examinations, and it will be found 
exceedingly convenient even for those who have more ex- 
pensive and complicated instruments, while for physicians 
whe have no microscope, it is invaluabk 
It will be sent by mail, postage p sid, on the receipt of 
Db, or w ith six beautiful mounted objects for $3. 
Address 
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A liberal discount to the » trade 


o the Medical Profession.— -Dr. - 


| 

Panigot, Honorary Professor of the University of Brussels, late Com- 
missioner in Lunacy, and Superintendent of Gheel, has opened an Insti- 
tution at J/astings, on the Hudson, for the cure of mental and nervous 
The house is situated in a delightful and retired spot near the 
Hudsen with vast grounds and gardens. The system employed in this 
new institution (thatof free air and samily life) is based upon the moral 
and physical liberty of the patients who voluntarily submit to medical 
treatment 
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Centre St., N. Y. 


diseases. 


ermitted to give for his references several gentlemen of the 
ntilic authority, and Superintendents of Asylums of the United 
In town he may be consulted at Dr. Elsberg’s office, 153 West 
J5th street, on Tuesdays and Saturdays, for mental diseases and medico- 
legal questions, 
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Will contain an abstract of the Compte-rendu of the 
INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF OPHTHALMOLOGY 
(29th Sept, to 8d Oct, 1862.) 


Subseription Price for one year (six NUMBERS), $2.00; 
FREE. 
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Dr. Charles F. Taylor's Treatment, 
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By LOCALIZED MOVEMENTS, 
has been attended with unequalled success during the past year, owing to 
the great improvements and additions in apparatus. — kspecially in curva- 
tures and all affeetions of the spinal column; in infantile paralysis, or 
“withered limbs;° and in the nervous derangements and musenlar 
weaknesses incident to women, are these physiological processes peculiar 
ly eflicacious. 


BROTHERS, 


+40 Broadway, New York. 


CHARLES F. TAYLOR, 
No. 23 Cooper Institute, 


M.D., 
New York City. 
REFERENCES. 

Dr. J. M. Carwocnan, Prof. Surgery, N. ¥. Med. College: Dr. Gro. T. 
Excuior, Prof Obs. and Dis. of Women and Children, Bellevue Hospital 
Med. Col; Dr. Wa. H. Van Buren, Prof. Anat. Univ. Med. Col. ; Dr. 
Iieney G. Cox, Cate) Prof. Theory and Prac, of Med., N. Y. Med. Col.; 
| Dr. J. Marion Sims, Surg. Women’s Hosp. ; Dr. B. F. Barker, Prof. Obs. 
and the lis. of Women and Children; Dr. BE. BR. Peasiee, (late) Prof. in 

N. Y. and Hanover (Me.), Med. Col.; Dr. L, A, Sayer. Prot, Orthopedic 

Surgery, Bellevue Hosp, Col.; Dr. A. E. Hosack, and the profession gene- 
rally in New York, 


| ~ ‘ pas ‘ + ; = 7 RE Ra a 
| | usson.—Etudes sur les Hopitaux 
| consideres sous le rapport de lear construction, de la distribution de 
| leurs batiments,de lameéeublement, de lhygiene et du service des salles 
de Malades. ¢@to. 25 plates. Paris, 25fr. 
Batttiere Beroruers, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 
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Address, Eastern Dispensary, 57 Essex Street, New York. 


’ , e . 1 
\ ew England Mutual Life Ins. Co., 
a BOSTON AND NEW YORK, ORGANIZED 1545. ASSE'RPS, 
$2,350,000. Documents showing the benefits of Life Insurance 
with the advantages of the Mutual plan, and the superior position and 
marked success of this Co., and explaining the different kinds of Policies 
with their methods of payment, may be obtained free of expense, upon 
application, either personally or by mail, to JOTLN HOPPER, Agent an 

ttorney for the Co., Metropolitan Bank Building, 110 Broadway, New 
t er Parties at u distance muy insure from Blanks, which u ill 
a forwarded free of expense. 


ot 
Orr. 


{ REMARKABLE INVENTION IN ARTIFICIAL LEGS, 
BY DOUGLAS BLY, M.D. 


ANATOMICAL LEG, 


sea THE U.S. ARMY AND NAVY LEG. 


Whe latter is furnished to Soldiers by the U. S. Go- 
vernment, without charge, by applying 
to Dr. BLY. 

ty frequent dissections Dr. Bly has succeeded in embodying the prin- 
ciples of the natural leg in an artificial one, and in giving it lateral or side 
motion at the ankle, the same as the natural one. By so doing he has pro- 
duced the most complete and successful invention ever attained in artifi- 
clal legs. 

3" A pamphlet, containing full description and illustrations, can be 


eer 
had without charge by addressing 
DOUGLAS BLY, M.D., 
Either 658 Broapway, New York City, or Rocuesrern, New Yor®, or 
Crxcinnatt, Ohio. 


’ y 1 . . 

| )r. Munde’s Water-Cure Establish- 

ment at Florenee, Mass. (near Northampton), is large and commo- 
dious. Being very pleasantly situated among the hills of one of the heal- 
thiest parts of New England, and abundantly supplied with the purest and 
coldest granite w'er (no ice being ever required for cooling it), it offers a 
desirable resort to the profession for such patients as need pure mountsam 
air, evercise, a plain nourishing diet, and rest from the turmoil of cities 


AN 


and business, with, or without, the applications of Priessnitz’s system of | 


therapeutics, as acquired under its inventor's personal guidance, but mo- 
ditled by scientific principles and thirty years’ experience. The treatment 
is mild, and in every case adapted to the constitution of the patient. 

Price from &7 to $12 per week 


TIMES ADVERTISER. 


WADE & FORD, 
Instrument Makers to the 
NEW YORK, BELLEVUE, AND CITY HOSPITALS, 
Manafacture and Import all kinds of 
SURGICAL AND DENTAL INSTRUMENTS, APPLIANCES, 
SYRINGES, ere., 

85 Fulton street, New York. 

W. & F. beg leave to call the attention of the Faculty to the latest and 
most COMPACT general operating case, which they have arranged under 
the sapervision of Dr. James R. Woop, a full deseription of which will be 
forwarded upon application. Also, Dr. Lewis A. Sayre’s improved out- 
door Splint for Morvus Coxarius, Directions for measurements will be 
forwarded when requested, 

Ref —Jawes R. Woon, M.D., Lewis A. Sayre, M.D., Srernen 


References: 
Sacra, M.D., B. F. Bacue, M.D., U.S.N. 
PRIVED CATALOGUES WILL BE SENT TO ANY ADDRESS. 
te Avents for Jewett’s Artificial Limbs, which are superior to all 
others 


(‘linical Essays, by B. W. Richardson, 
M.D. 


8vo. London, 1862. 
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Tue Pupiisuers offer the follow- 
ing inducement to those who may 
have opportunities to obtain subscri- 
bers to the Mepicau Times :— 

For one new subscriber ($3.00 
being remitted), a copy of CHavasse’s 
Apvice To A Moruer will be sent free 
by mail. 

For two new subscribers ($6.00 
being remitted), one copy of GREEN- 
now oN Dipntuerta will be sent free 
by mail. 

For three new subscribers ($9.00 
being remitted), one copy of Smirn’s 
SurcicaL Operations will be sent free 
by mail. 
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